
INSTRUCTIONS FOR HEARING 
 

You have prepared your pleading/documents and all necessary court forms, and have 
filed them with the Clerk of Court.  You should now have a hearing date.  The following 
information should help answer any questions about the hearing. 
 
Preparing for Court. 
 
·Two weeks before your hearing, call the Clerk’s office to see if service on the other 
party was successful.  If you filed your pleadings/documents in the Trumbull County 
Family Court, you can request the Clerk by calling (330) 675-2600. 
 
·You should go to Court on the date assigned for your hearing, even if service has not 
been completed.  On the assigned hearing date, go to the courthouse where your papers 
were filed. Go to: 220 Main Street S.W., Warren, Ohio. 
 
·You must attend your hearing or your case could be dismissed. 
 
·Bring your copy of the filed pleadings and all your court papers with you. 
 
·Bring two copies of all the documents supporting your pleadings/documents (for 
example, proof of employment, paystubs, tax returns, health insurance cards, benefits 
statements) 
 
·You might also want to make an outline or jot down a few things that you would like to 
say to the Judge or Magistrate, i.e., why you filed your motion. 
 
·When you get to Court, check in with the Receptionist and ask where your hearing will 
take place.  Make sure you arrive in plenty of time to find where you are supposed to be 
and get there. 
 
·The hearing is your opportunity to explain why you would like the Court to order the 
changes regarding your case.  The Judge or Magistrate will be most interested in what 
is best for your child(ren), and will ask you several questions about your situation.  
Answer these questions clearly and honestly. 
 
·After hearing from you and the other party, the Judge or Magistrate will issue an order.  
You will receive the order in the mail. 
 
Your appearance in Court. 
 
 Because you are bringing a legal request in Court, you will appear in Court before a 
Judge or Magistrate.  Please remember that you are appearing in formal legal proceedings 
and both your appearance and your conduct must be appropriate. 
 
The following are some basic tips appearing in Court. 



 
Proper Attire in the Courthouse 
 
When you dress for a court appearance, dress as if you were going for an important job 
interview. 
 

1. Choose clothing that you are comfortable wearing. 
 
2. Avoid sneakers, trendy clothing, lots of jewelry, revealing outfits, outrageous 

hairdos, stained or damaged clothes, spike heels or steel-toed boots.  Your 
appearance should be respectful and modest. 

 
 
3. Remove your coat before entering the courtroom. 

 
 
Proper Conduct in the Courtroom 
 

1. Leave pocketknives, guns and any other weapons at home.  They are not 
permitted in the courthouse. 

 
2. Any purses, bags or coats your bring will have to be searched or x-rayed when 

you enter the building, so don’t bring anything you don’t want inspected. 
 

3. Silence all cell phones, pagers or other electronic devices before entering the 
courtroom.. Turn off any iPods or electronic games and put them away. 

 
4. Do not  eat, drink or chew gum or tobacco in the courtroom. 

 
5. Always face toward the Judge or Magistrate in the courtroom. 

 
6. Stand up when the Judge or Magistrate enters the courtroom, and when the 

Judge or Magistrate leaves the courtroom. 
 

7. Always address the Judge or Magistrate as “Your Honor.” 
 

8. Keep your voice up so the Judge or Magistrate can hear you. 
 

9. Answer truthfully all questions you are asked.  Answer verbally.  Do not 
answer by shaking your head or making gestures with your body. 

 
10. Do not interrupt when the Judge, Magistrate or opposing party is speaking.  

You will have an opportunity to ask the Judge or Magistrate to be heard if 
there is something you would like to say. 


